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We are delighted to announce a new initiative we are introducing to help you, our parents, help your child in all aspects 

of their life.  These will be run at school and led by members of our team or outside specialists.  These workshops will 

not carry a charge and you are welcome to attend as many, or as few, you as you would like.  The first two to be 

announced are ‘Online Safety – what you need to know’ and ‘Reading – how we teach at St Martin’s and how you can 

help your child excel’.  Further details and times are below.  We hope you find them valuable. 

       27th September 2019 

                    This Week’s Shooting Stars  

Yunqing Enthusiasm for learning and for bringing in her Greek photos to support our topic work 

Fred  Achieving highly with an outstanding descriptive piece of writing 

Apollonia Writing a fantastic persuasive letter 

Emily:  Always maintaining positive values in everything she does 

Daisy:  Applying her independent learning skills to all subjects 

CJ:  Writing a thoughtful and inspiring speech 

Dylan:  A wonderful team player during football 

Krishnan: Independently putting his belongings away! 

Noah G: Being a pre cursive achiever 

Bhim:  Working hard to use pre cursive writing 

Lara:  Being selfless.  Lara always helps her teacher and her peers 

Oba:  Excellent writing and effort with his homework 

Siyona: Thoughtful contribution to preparing her class assembly 

Golden Tea is an opportunity for children, chosen at random, to show Mrs Wilson the work they have completed that 

week of which they are most proud, whilst enjoying juice and biscuits together.  Chosen at randon this week were; 

Kassandra  Scott  Katie  Lara 

Return to School Tuesday 10th September 2019 
Half Term  Monday 21st October to Friday 25th October 2019 
Term Ends  Friday 13th December 2019 
 
Spring Term 2020 
Return to School Tuesday 7th January 2020 
Half Term  Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 
Term Ends  Friday 27th March 2020 
 
Summer Term 2020 
Return to School Tuesday 21st April 2020 
Half Term  Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020 
Term Ends  Friday 10th July 2020 
 
Autumn Term 2020 Wednesday 9th September 2020 
 

Online safety day will take place on 

Thursday 6th November.  Your children 

will be taking part in an age 

appropriate workshop during the day 

and we invite you, our parents, to join 

us at 8pm at school for a parent’s 

presentation.  You will also be given 

the opportunity to ask any questions 

you may have.  Please email the school 

office should you wish to attend, for 

catering purposes.  

Congratulations to Peter who walked 

the catwalk for The House of Ikons 

during London Fashion week last 

weekend.  How exciting! 



                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further to the letter sent out last month, please see below the class assembly timetable.  Assembly will begin at 9am and 

should last no longer than 20 minutes.  In light of our growing numbers, upper and lower school now have separate 

assemblies so the children have more space to sit comfortably – Mrs Wilson continues to lead Friday assemblies and Mrs 

Mbah, Monday’s.  We will ensure that all siblings are able to watch their brother or sister’s assembly.  Please do come along; 

grandparents and family welcome. 

Friday 4th October:  Form 2    Friday 22nd November:  Form 3 

Friday 8th November:  Form 6    Friday 6th December:  Form 1 

Friday 15th November:  Form 4    

 

In addition to our children’s successes in school, we also love to 

celebrate those achieved outside of school in assembly and in this 

weekly newsletter.  Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Wilson 

Joanna.wilson@stmartinsmillhill.co.uk should you like your child’s 

achievements to be shared.  Thank you 

We are proud of the school trips and residential stays we offer your children.  They support your child’s learning in a fun, 

dynamic and interactive way.  We take the responsibility of keeping your children safe on outings by ensuring that the 

teacher leading the trip will always visit the venue first to complete a full risk assessment.  We hope you understand that 

this may involve your child’s teacher being absent for either a half or full day.  The teacher will always prepare and plan 

your child’s lessons and it will be delivered to your children by another teacher. 

 
On Monday, the office will be closed due to the 

Jewish New Year.  Please note that emails will not 

be read until the following day.  Should you need 

to make urgent contact, please telephone.  Thank 

you for your understanding.      

A letter from Mrs Mbah  
Further to the information in last week’s newsletter; I would like to clarify the change in use of the reading scheme. 
As the majority of St Martin’s children have such advanced phonics knowledge, due to the teaching in Nursery and 
Reception, their ability to decode is generally advanced for their age. We have therefore decided to adjust the focus 
for the reading scheme from decoding with a few comprehension questions to a much deeper comprehension and 
evaluation of the text. In the past, the books have been read at pace - children sometimes read a whole text in one 
sitting - and changed as soon as the book is ‘finished’ (read through once) this has meant that children accelerate 
through the scheme and become free readers. The reading scheme is designed progressively and has a planned 
development of vocabulary, punctuation and literary devices which make for fantastic teaching opportunities that 
cannot be guaranteed in a free choice text; it would be a shame to miss these by reading the texts only once and not 
evaluating it with class teachers.  
Children will still be heard reading by adults in school three times in a week; at least once a week this will be a 
‘Guided Read’ with the class teacher. In Guided Reading, children will read a page or two of the text and really dissect 
it by looking at presentation, structure, sentence level effects, word choices and punctuation. The reading cards are 
still in place, however, rather than reading helpers and parents using these, they are now only being used by teachers 
to ensure the assessment for each statement is consistent for all children. By considering inference and author intent 
in greater detail, it not only helps with deeper comprehension of the text; it also supports children’s understanding of 
composition and feeds into their writing much more explicitly. This analysis and evaluation are high level skills which 
are very beneficial for their 11+. We have explained this change to the children in that they are “reading the words so 
well now that we need to go back and analyse the text from the writer’s perspective”; we understand that it may be 
disheartening for children who feel they have ‘moved back’ and are working hard to make this a positive change in 
their eyes too so please do reinforce this message at home.  
This is a change in teaching pedagogy that ensures consistency and depth and will support children to have a deeper 
understanding and hopefully love of reading in the long term. We will still send the reading scheme books home for 
you to share with your children however, the main use for these will be in our guided reading sessions, for a 
sustained length of time to ensure we have effectively used the planned teaching opportunities before they are 
changed. Once you have shared this at home, please move onto their library book (which all children now have in 
addition to their scheme book). They should record their reading of the library book and all other reading from home 
books, newspapers or online content etc by writing their own evaluative comment in their reading record. You now 
only need to initial when you listen to your child read as they will be doing the writing but obviously may write a 
comment as well as your child’s if you wish. We hope to see the children writing much more detailed comments as 
this system becomes embedded. We are planning to begin some parent workshops to discuss our pedagogy decisions 

more thoroughly with parents and reading is the first of these which we have planned for Thursday 10th October 
at 2.30pm.  We understand this may not be convenient for some working parents however it was the only available 

time slot this half term and we felt it was important for it to take place as soon as possible.  The power point and 
resources will be made available on our website.  Thank you for your continued support and working together with us 
to ensure your children have the best possible education. 

mailto:Joanna.wilson@stmartinsmillhill.co.uk


          

                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

Last year we supported the wonderful charity, ‘Miracles’.  With the help of FoSMS- Friends of St Martin’s, we managed to 

raise nearly £1000.  This is in addition to money raised for Comic Relief and The Royal British Legion.  This year, we would 

like to support a charity helping children with mental health difficulties or raising awareness of these issues.  We would 

really like your money to make a real difference and would therefore prefer a small and / or local charity.  Can any 

parents suggest a charity which meets this criteria? We would love to hear your suggestions.   Thank you to all parents 

who attended the first FoSMS meeting of the academic year last night.  FoSMS are arranging some exciting parties and 

events for your children and we look forward to sharing the information in next week’s St Martin’s Post. 

 


