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It is hard to believe we are already at the end of the first half term of the 19/20 academic year.  It has been 

such a busy half term with an equally exciting half term ahead.  On Sunday 27th October it is Diwali; we would 

welcome any children who would like to come to school on Monday 28th October in traditional clothing.  We 

will also be celebrating this special occasion with a Diwali assembly.  To those of our families celebrating, we 

wish you a happy and healthy Diwali. 

 

       18th October 2019 

                    This Week’s Shooting Stars  

Alexander S:  Outstanding effort in his project work 

Faith:   Achieving highly in poetry 

Zak S:   Great perseverance in Maths lessons 

Tre:   Excellent independent writing 

Abir:   Always working hard to achieve a high standard of work  

Stella:   Great team working during cookery club 

Summer:  Outstanding scientific enquiry 

Zack H:  Great perseverance in Maths lessons 

Alex A:   Thoughtful and honest answers 

Olivia W:  Good sharing when making her IT poster 

Freddy:  Being selfless and sharing well with his friends 

Hashini:  Always supporting her classmates 

Golden Tea is an opportunity for children, to show Mrs Wilson the work they have completed that week of which they are 

most proud, whilst enjoying juice and biscuits together.  Chosen at randon this week were; 

 Seth  Zakariya  Stella  Omy O 

Return to School Tuesday 10th September 2019 
Half Term  Monday 21st October to Friday 25th October 2019 
Term Ends  Friday 13th December 2019 
 
Spring Term 2020 
Return to School Tuesday 7th January 2020 
Half Term  Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 
Term Ends  Friday 27th March 2020 
 
Summer Term 2020 
Return to School Tuesday 21st April 2020 
Half Term  Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020 
Term Ends  Friday 10th July 2020 
 
Autumn Term 2020 Wednesday 9th September 2020 
 
 

Further to parent enquiry - We are 

happy to confirm that we continue to 

use MyMaths as a tool for homework 

but, following parent and pupil 

feedback about the level of challenge 

and children’s understanding of the 

concepts, we will only be setting this 

occasionally; as and when it explicitly 

links to the topics studied. 

We are reviewing the use of 

Bronze/Siver/Gold certificates and 

will be re-launching these with a 

more cohesive system after half 

term. 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Miss White; our wonderfully talented Musical Theatre teacher who will be acting, singing and 

dancing in a professional pantomime this Christmas.  She will therefore be taking a short leave of absence to 

undertaken this exciting role.  We are lucky to have confirmed Miss Rich as her replacement for the next half 

term – she shares Miss White’s passion for teaching musical theatre and we are confident those children who will 

be continuing their 1 to 1 lessons or Musical Theatre club will continue to flourish under her tutorship.  Miss 

White will return in January. 

 
What’s Happening at St Martin’s School this Term? 
 
October 
Wednesday 30th Parent’s Workshop: EYFS Phonics and Reading*  2.45pm 
 
November 
Thursday 6th   Parent’s Workshop: Online Safety *   8pm   
Monday 11th  St Martin’s Feast Day (details to come) 
Tuesday 19th  Parent’s Workshop: Maths Calculation Workshop*   4pm 
Tuesday 19th   Living Lice Free Hair Checks 
Tuesday 26th  Parent’s Workshop: Come learn with me*   9am-10.15am 
 
December 
Monday 2nd   Parent’s Workshop: Helping with Homework*  5pm 
Wednesday 4th  Winter Show at St Michaels and All Angels Church  2pm   
Thursday 5th   Nasal Spray Vaccinations     
Wednesday 11th  Pantomime, Festive Lunch and Fun Day (details to come) 
Friday 13th   FoSMS Kid’s winter disco at Hartley Hall   3.45-5.45pm 

30th October at 2.45pm - EYFS Phonics and Reading  Lead by Mrs Yaacov-Hai and Mrs Doherty 
We will explain the teaching of phonics in EYFS and offer advice and strategies for supporting this at home. We will 
also discuss the teaching of reading with tricky words and the reading scheme books including the importance of 
picture books and how best to use these at home. 
 
6th November at 8pm - Online Safety    Lead by Streetwise 
We have arranged for this external company to deliver a parent workshop about internet safety. This will develop 
your awareness of potential dangers online and give you strategies to keep your children safe at an age appropriate 
level. 
 
19th November at 4pm - Maths Calculation   Lead by Mrs Doherty 
We will explain the St Martin's progression in strategies for all four operations and how we teach both mental and 
written methods to your children as well as the importance of discussion, reasoning and explanation in mathematical 
thinking. 
 
26th November at 9am – Come Learn with Me  Open to Nursery and Reception Parents 
Please join us in EYFS (Nursery and Reception) to accompany your children in their lessons and listen to them as they 
explain their learning. 
 
2nd December at 5pm - Helping with homework   Lead by Mrs Mbah and Mr Guyster 
We will outline homework expectations and offer a range of support strategies and questions so that you can support 
your children in becoming independent when completing their homework and approach the task using the what they 
already know. 

 

We take the responsibility of keeping your children safe and well very seriously.  Some of our teachers will be 

updating their Level 2 Paediatric First Aid course on Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th November.  This 2-day course 

will be taking place at school under the guidance of a qualified First aid trainer and we have a few spaces 

available.  We are heavily subsidizing this course for parents, grandparents and childminders or au pairs of our 

pupils and charging just £150 per person.  If you would like to join us for this invaluable course, please email 

Joanna.wilson@stmartinsmillhill.co.uk.  Places are VERY limited.  Please do get in touch without delay, if you 

would like to take advantage of this opportunity.  

mailto:Joanna.wilson@stmartinsmillhill.co.uk


          

                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

In addition to our children’s successes in school, we also love to celebrate those achieved outside of school in 

assembly and in this weekly newsletter.  Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Wilson 

Joanna.wilson@stmartinsmillhill.co.uk should you like your child’s achievements to be shared.  Thank you 

We are in the process of updating and modernising our website.  It’s a gradual process but we hope you enjoy 

the amendments made so far.  When the Parent’s Section becomes available it will be accessed by password and 

you will be able see any recent letters and make your club choices.  All power point presentations and hand-outs 

from our Parent workshops will also be available for you to download.  There will also be a dedicated page for 

each Form where the timetable, homework days etc will all be shown.  We have also received some wonderful 

testimonials; please do take a look. 

FoSMS are working tirelessly to ensure that the end of term Christmas party is a huge success.  If you haven’t 

already returned your slip and money, please do so after half term.  Last year, over 100 children attended and 

we hope for even more this year.  – you do not need to collect your children at the end of the day - we will be 

walking all the children to Hartley Hall straight after school …. Just collect at 5.45pm from Hartley Hall.  Nursery 

parents who pick up after lunch on Fridays, please speak to Mrs Jacobs if you would like your child to stay all 

day and attend the disco with their friends.  Alternatively, you can drop off at Hartley Hall at 3.45pm. 

Choir club, under the guidance and tutorship of Miss Adesina will be performing at the O2 on 24th January 2020 

as part of the Young Voices choir.  This is such an exciting opportunity for our students and we have now 

received the booking form for anybody who would like to book tickets to support and watch their performance.  

We will be buying the tickets in bulk so St Martin’s supporters can all sit together to watch the show.  Please 

find attached a booking form and ensure you return it by FRIDAY 1st NOVEMBER at 12 noon.  Tickets will 

be ordered at this time and the O2 cannot guarantee late purchases will be able to sit with the bulk purchase 

tickets.  Payment can be made by cash, cheque or by BACS transfer.  All children in the choir will require the ‘T 

Shirt Pack’ which costs £12 this includes the T Shirt, Young Voices torch and charity wristband.  Please let us 

know on the order form which size you would like. 

Congratulations to Amar M, who has 

achieved both Level 1 and Level 2 in 

his ‘Born to Swim’ examinations.  Well 

Done! 

 

 

We are very proud of Peter who achieved a silver medal at an 

International Karate competition held at Brunei University.  Peter also 

participated in a charity runway show and helped raise £1985 for LPT; 

a charity who make wigs for children with cancer.  Fantastic!! 

Please be reminded that a St Martin’s PE bag and water bottle is compulsory.  Please also ensure that all hair bands 

and clips are dark blue – there are some very pretty but not uniform rainbow ones creeping in!  Please also ensure 

that all children come to school after half term with full winter uniform including a winter coat. 

 
This morning, instead of assembly, we took part in the first of our ‘full school celebrations of learning.’  The 

children walked around school looking at the work of all the other children; both formal work as well as the 

topic based homework project work.  The children wrote and left sticky notes of positive feedback and praise 

for their friends.  They thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to see the work of children in other classes.  

However, as a result, the shooting stars and Golden Tea children were not read out.  Please do share your 

child’s success with them if they have received a shooting star this week – they will be read out during the 

first assembly back along with the children’s out of school achievements.  I look forward to welcoming my 

‘Golden Tea children after half term. Thank you, Mrs Wilson 

mailto:Joanna.wilson@stmartinsmillhill.co.uk

