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                    This Week’s Shooting Stars  

Early Years: Welcome to St Martin’s – you have all settled in so well.  We are so happy  

  you joined our happy school  

Maya: For her beautiful expressive art 

Avi:  For being kind and helpful towards his peers  

Aum:  Showing great independence and settling into his new school so confidently  

Tiam:  Selflessly giving up his play-time to help Ms Lendore-Blissett 

Sophia T: Coming back to school ready to learn and achieving in all her lessons 

Gavin: Settling in well and working hard to concentrate well in all his lessons 

Rania: Working hard to achieve in all her lessons – welcome to St Martin’s! 

Jacob: Independently tackling activities in Maths 

Husain: Achieving highly during his first week at St Martin’s School  

Eli:  Independently making inferences about our new text 

Philip: For having a great first week 

Sarah: Settling in so well to her new class 

Ella  Being helpful around the classroom 

Reni:  Completing amazing work during her first week  

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back!  It has been wonderful to see your children so excited to return to school.  This year we have 

welcomed new children into every class, except one and we thank your children for making them feel valued and 

welcome. Due to the relaxation in Covid-19 restrictions, we were able to have our first full school assembly in over 

a year and your children loved socializing with children outside of their previous ‘bubbles’ at break time.  We look 

forward to seeing your children happily engage in their learning during another successful academic year.   

        10th September 2021 

The very first Head Teacher’s award of this academic year has been awarded to Andrea in EYFS for 

her fantastic number recall – we know you must have practiced so much over the summer.  Well done.  

We are so proud of you. 

 

 

Golden Tea is an opportunity for children to show Mrs Wilson the work they have completed that week of 

which they are most proud, whilst enjoying juice and biscuits together.  The following children were chosen 

at random to enjoy Golden Tea with Mrs Wilson during Monday morning break time next week. 

Quinn  Thiya  Tiam  Seth 

 It is so wonderful to see all the children looking so smart in their full uniform with caps and boaters as 

they arrive in school. Please be reminded that children may wear either winter or summer uniform until 

the half term, after which winter uniform will be compulsory.  Please ensure that formal black shoes are 

worn with uniform – trainers are only worn during PE and sporting activities.  Please be reminded that 

lower school must have plain black plimsolls or trainers and upper school PLAIN white.   

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Dates 

Autumn Term 2021 

Return to School: Wednesday 8th September 2021 

Half Term Break: Monday 18th October to Friday 29th October 2021 

Term Ends:  Friday 10th December 2021 

Spring Term 2022: 

Return to School: Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Half Term Break: Monday 14th February to Friday 18th February 2022 

Term Ends:  Friday 1st April 2022 

Summer Term 2022: 

Return to School: Tuesday 26th April 2022 

Half Term Break: Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2022  

Term Ends:  Friday 15th July 2022 

Autumn Term 2022: 

Return to School: Wednesday 7th September 2022 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre Covid, your children arrived in school in their school uniform, changed for 

PE and then changed back into their uniforms (other than after swimming) 

before returning home.  This protocol changed last year as Covid-19 

restrictions were put in place.  Whilst we understand that it is easier to send 

children into school wearing PE kit on PE days, it is important that they wear 

full school uniform in the morning and dress smartly during their core 

learning morning lessons. Learning to change for PE is an important skill for 

younger children, in particular, and teaches all children about the importance 

of appropriate clothing for the activity they are doing. Children will change 

for PE after eating lunch (i.e. during their lunchtime play) which means that 

they will not be missing any learning time to facilitate this and please believe 

us when we tell you it really takes them very little time as they are keen to 

get out to play! Please ensure every item of clothing is labelled clearly so we 

can return any lost pieces of uniform! 

 
We are very proud of the extensive peripatetic music provision we offer at St 

Martin’s School and are pleased that this is so popular. All individual music 

lessons are now full and we have begun waiting lists for children who wish to 

take up a new instrument. If this is something you are interested in for your 

child, please ensure you add your child’s name to the waiting list with Mrs 

Jacobs. If your child is new to their lesson this term, they will be given a 

Music Agreement during their first lesson.  Please ensure it is read, signed 

and returned to the school office.  Thank you 

 

We are delighted that 

published poet, Neal Zetter, 

will be visiting school on 

Thursday 16th September.  

He will be sharing some of 

his poems with the children 

and helping them create 

their own too.  Pre order 

forms were sent by email 

with the welcome letter last 

week.  Please ensure these 

are returned on Monday, 

along with payment so Neal 

can sign and personalise 

them before his visit.  

Please find attached a 

further copy, for your 

convenience. 

 

We have always enjoyed very positive 

relationships with our neighbours and we ask 

that you park respectfully to ensure this 

continues.  Please do not block our neighbour’s 

driveways – at any time – even for a moment.  

Our neighbours (understandably) become 

frustrated when they are unable to move their 

car when they need to.  Many thanks in advance 

for your co-operation. 

We have received confirmation from our meat supplier 

that the majority of our meat is Halal.  If your child 

currently has a vegetarian meal but you would like them 

to switch to the meat option as a result of this new 

information, please email Mrs Jacobs 

office@stmartinsmillhill.co.uk.  If the meat delivered is not 

Halal, we will of course revert to the vegetarian option. 

mailto:office@stmartinsmillhill.co.uk


 

 

 

          

                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

Due to the introduction of the Engage parent portal, there has been some confusion regarding 

communication systems that we operate and we would like to clarify the purpose of each platform. 

E-mail  All important information about news and events will continue to be communicated in the St 

Martin’s Post or letters from the school via your personal e-mail accounts. Class teachers will also 

communicate with you regarding your child via e-mail as appropriate. We ask that all specific enquiries 

regarding your child are directed to the Form e-mail and all urgent, absence, finance or general enquiries are 

sent to office@stmartinsmillhill.co.uk  

Website – Parent Area The parent area on the website is being developed to contain general 

information that parents may want to access at any point e.g. Information disseminated at parent 

workshops. New content coming soon will include uniform requirements, assessment timelines and reading 

support. This is also where you can find forms you may need to complete such as request for leave or 

medical forms for occasional medicines such as antibiotics. Please ensure you have registered for this and 

keep a secure record of the password you choose. 

Engage This additional portal area can be accessed through the parent area of the website described 

above and requires an additional personal password for added security. It contains individual information 

about your child such as their pupil records including contact information, dietary and medical needs and 

documentation such as first aid records, their report and your invoices. You will be notified via e-mail as and 

when these are made available for you to access and they will remain there for the duration of your child’s 

schooling with us. Also on this platform is the whole school calendar of events. 

In addition to our 3 parental communication platforms we also communicate directly with the pupils. 

Website – Pupil area In order to develop independence, we are encouraging children to access the 

pupil area of the website to see all the information about their learning. This includes curriculum overviews, 

key vocabulary, timetables and homework. The subject areas are being developed to include a range of 

useful website links to be used both in school and at home. 

Microsoft suite including Outlook e-mail and Teams  Children have their own e-mail addresses 

from Form 1 onwards, which are used in Lower School Computing lessons to teach children the e-mail and 

communication elements of the curriculum. In Upper School, children are able to use these to communicate 

with their teacher and classmates regarding homework tasks. All communications on these e-mails can be 

retrieved and monitored to ensure our pupils are safe and responsible online. 

Teams is the video conferencing tool we used during lockdown and offer to parents who are not yet ready to 

engage in face-to-face meetings. Teachers sometimes use this platform to share work with pupils in lessons 

as it allows multiple users to work on the same document and facilitates collaborative working. 

Other software available as part of this suite include Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Sharepoint, Sway and more. 

These are used when teaching the curriculum and may be accessed to support homework. 

We hope this has provides further clarity.  However, if you have any further questions, please do not hesitate 

to contact the office. 

 
Congratulations to all students who took ABRSM (The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music) music 

exams last term.  Once again a 100% pass rate.  Well done to you all! 

Adam  Grade 4 Piano    Yunqing Grade 3 Singing 

Bunmi  Grade 2 Piano    Olivia D Grade 1 Jazz Alto Saxophone 

Oliver  Grade 2 Piano    Rohan J Grade 3 Singing (Musical Theatre) 

Alan:  Grade 1 Piano    Zac  Grade 2 Singing  

Molly  Grade 3 Singing   Alayna Grade 1 Singing  

Lara  Grade 1 Singing  
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